The Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra
Chapter 24: The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound 
With Commentary by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
At that time Shakyamuni Buddha emitted a light from his flesh cowl, the mark of a great person, and a radiance issued forth from the white hair-mark between his eyebrows, everywhere illumining Buddha worlds to the east equal in number to the grains of sand in one hundred and eight myriads of kotis of nayutas of Ganges Rivers.
Beyond these, there was a world by the name of Adorned with Pure Light. In that world was a Buddha by the name of Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King Thus Come One, One Worthy of Offerings, One of Right and Universal Knowledge, One Whose Clarity and Conduct Are Complete, Well Gone One Who Understands the World, Supreme Lord, Regulating Hero, Teacher of Gods and Humans, Buddha, World Honored One. He was reverently surrounded by a great multitude of limitless, boundless Bodhisattvas to whom he was speaking the Dharma.

The light that issued forth from Shakyamuni Buddha’s white hair-mark universally illumined that country. 

Outline:

C2. Disciples who receive the Dharma.
D1. The chapter “Wondrous Sound.”
E1. Emitting light to summon those from the east.

Commentary: 

This is Chapter Twenty-four, "The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound." This Bodhisattva's sound was subtle, wonderful and inconceivable. Why was it wonderful? When he spoke the Dharma, his voice remained forever in the ears of living beings. Living beings whose ears received this amazing sound would never forget the Dharma that Wondrous Sound Bodhisattva had taught them. 

At that time Shakyamuni Buddha emitted a light from his flesh cowl, the mark of a great person. The flesh cowl represents the perfection of the fruit of enlightenment. The mark of a great person refers to the Buddha's thirty-two marks. The flesh cowl is one of those marks. And a radiance issued forth from the white hair-mark between his eyebrows. The white hair-mark light represents the perfect cause of the Middle Way. The cause and fruit are both perfect and nondual. The fruit is just the cause; the cause is just the fruit. This doctrine represents the Middle Way. 

This light was everywhere illumining Buddha worlds to the east equal in number to the grains of sand in one hundred and eight myriads of kotis of nayutas of Ganges Rivers.

Beyond these, there was a world by the name of Adorned with Pure Light. In that world was a Buddha by the name of Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King. The "Pure Flower" is the lotus. The "Constellation King" refers to the moon, because the moon is the king of the stars. "Wisdom" means that he had wisdom like the moon, which shines on all things. Thus Come One, One Worthy of Offerings, One of Right and Universal Knowledge, One Whose Clarity and Conduct Are Complete, Well Gone One Who Understands the World, Supreme Lord, Regulating Hero, Teacher of Gods and Humans, Buddha, World Honored One. He was reverently surrounded by a great multitude of limitless, boundless Bodhisattvas to whom he was speaking the Dharma. This Buddha was speaking the Dharma for all the great Bodhisattvas, great Arhats, great Bhikshus, great Bhikshunis, great novices, and so on. 

The light that issued forth from Shakyamuni Buddha's white hair-mark universally illumined that country.

Sutra:

At that time in the country Adorned with All Pure Light, there was a Bodhisattva by the name of Wondrous Sound, who had, for a long time, planted the roots of virtue by making offerings and drawing near to limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of Buddhas and had completely accomplished profound wisdom.

He had obtained the Samadhi of the Wonderful Banner Mark, the Samadhi of the Dharma Flower, the Samadhi of Pure Virtue, the Samadhi of the Playfulness of Constellation King, the Samadhi of No Affinity, the Samadhi of the Seal of Wisdom, the Samadhi of Understanding the Speech of all Living Beings, the Samadhi of the Accumulation of All Merit and Virtue, the Samadhi of Purity, the Samadhi of Playful Roaming of Spiritual Penetrations, the Samadhi of the Wisdom Torch, the Samadhi of Royal Splendor, the Samadhi of Pure Light, the Samadhi of the Pure Treasury, the Samadhi of Difference, and the Samadhi of Sun-Revolution. 

He obtained such great samadhis as these, equal in number to the grains of sand in a hundred thousand myriad kotis of Ganges Rivers.

Outline:

E2. Coming westward on command. 
F1. The reason for coming. 
G1. Narrator describes his virtue. 

Commentary: 

This passage of text lists sixteen samadhis. These sixteen are chosen to represent the limitless great samadhis. It is not easy to explain sixteen samadhis. It would be even harder to explain more than sixteen! 

At that time in the country Adorned with All Pure Light, there was a Bodhisattva by the name of Wondrous Sound. We say in the East there is Wondrous Sound and in the West there is Contemplator of the World's Sounds. People who do not understand the Buddhadharma sometimes insist that they are Dharma brothers, but really they are far apart. It is ten myriad kotis of Buddhalands from here to the West. It is one hundred and eight myriad kotis of nayutas of Buddhalands of Ganges Rivers’ sands from here to the East. That is really too far away. I do not believe that they could be brothers, maybe "blood-brothers," but not real brothers. 

Wondrous Sound was a Bodhisattva who had, for a long time, planted the roots of virtue. A long time does not mean one or two days, one or two months, or one or two years. It means millions of years. When you study the Buddhadharma, you should not think that two and a half days is enough. You should persevere in your study. 

He spent his time by making offerings and drawing near to limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of Buddhas and had completely accomplished profound wisdom. He had realized the profound wisdom. 

He had obtained the Samadhi of the Wonderful Banner Mark. The Wonderful Banner Mark is the real mark. The basic substance of the real mark is higher than all things. Although it is higher than all things, it is without a mark. Although it is without a mark, there is nothing not marked by it. There is no mark and nothing not marked, and so we call it the Wonderful Banner Mark Samadhi. 

The Samadhi of the Dharma Flower. The Dharma Flower Samadhi is the nonduality of cause and effect. The cause is just the effect; the effect is just the cause. Cause and effect are simultaneous. 

Why is the analogy made to the lotus flower? The lotus flower blooms and bears fruit at the same time. As soon as the lotus blooms, the lotus seeds are present as well. 

This also represents the nonduality of provisional and real. One bestows the provisional for the sake of the real, and opens the provisional to reveal the real. The provisional is just the real; the real is just the provisional. The provisional and real are not two, they are nondual. Cause and effect are not two. The roots and traces are not two. That is, the roots, the events of the distant past, and the traces now manifesting are not two. The present life is the traces; past lives are the roots. They are not two. This is the Dharma Flower Samadhi. 

The Samadhi of Pure Virtue. What is pure virtue? It is to separate from the filth of the three kinds of delusion: view and thought delusions, delusions of ignorance, and delusions like dust and sand. Delusions just make you confused. When you see a state, you get confused. When you think about a state, you get confused. When you can neither see nor think clearly, you have the delusion of ignorance. 

View delusion means that "faced with a state, you give rise to greed and love." Something happens and you get greedy and produce craving for it. 

Thought delusion refers to "producing discrimination based on faulty understanding of principle." You are confused about the principle, and you discriminate about it. The more you discriminate, the farther off you get; the farther off you get, the more you discriminate. You become separated from your original wisdom by a great distance. 

Delusion of ignorance refers to those things you do not understand. You do not know why, but you get mad. You do not know why, but you do crazy things. You do not know why, but you take drugs. These things are all done out of ignorance. It is said, 
Ignorance and its various aspects 
Are the root of pain. 
The three delusions are impure, so they are called filth. When one separates from the filth of the three delusions and is certified to the original pure self-nature, that is called the Samadhi of Pure Virtue. 

The Samadhi of the Playfulness of Constellation King. This samadhi is just like a play, a game. The parts get handed out, and you take your place on the stage for the play, or you sit in the audience. It represents provisional wisdom. You use your provisional expedient wisdom to act out your part in the play. With provisional wisdom you illuminate potentials. You must have provisional wisdom to attract the opportune living beings. If you try to use real wisdom, it would not work. Real wisdom illumines principle, not potential beings. Illumining the potential beings is like the moon, which waxes and wanes. It waxes when it is supposed to wax, and wanes when it is supposed to wane. It takes a clever, ingenious kind of wisdom to do these things. If you are not clever and ingenious but are rather dull and plodding, then it is not going to suit the potentials. Dull and plodding, you might go and get angry at the poor people. You try to lecture Dharma to these people, but instead you get enraged.
Lecturing the Dharma should be a happy event. Even if you are debating with someone, you can be cordial about it. You do not have to get mad and be a sore loser. That just shows you lack provisional wisdom. To say nothing of provisional wisdom, you do not have any sense at all! If you listen to someone speak the Dharma and it does not suit you and you get mad, it is a sign that you lack provisional wisdom. 

The Samadhi of No Affinity. If you get mad, then you really have no affinities or wisdom! "No affinity" refers to the equality of great kindness. It means treating all people with equal kindness, whether or not you have affinities with them. This is called,
Great kindness for those with whom one has no affinities 
Great compassion of being of the same substance with all. 
The Samadhi of the Seal of Wisdom. The seal of wisdom refers to the three types of wisdom in a single thought. With one thought the three types of wisdom exist: All-Wisdom, the Wisdom of Modes of the Way, and the Wisdom of All Modes. These three types of wisdom are used to "seal" and "certify" all dharmas. 

The Samadhi of Understanding the Speech of All Living Beings. In this samadhi you unite with all living beings. You understand the languages not only of people, but of all creatures: horses, cows, sheep, chickens, dogs, pigs—all of them. Not only do you understand the languages of one country, but you understand the languages of all people and creatures in all worlds. You understand the languages of all living beings within the nine Dharma realms. One language is all language; all languages are one language. With the understanding of one, all are understood.
But first you have to understand the one. If you do not understand the one, you cannot understand them all. Confucius' disciple Yan Yuan could hear one principle and understand ten. Zi Gong could hear one principle and understand two. All languages are dharmas born of causes and conditions. Within the dharmas born of causes and conditions, one understands that they do not go beyond emptiness, falseness, and the middle. Understanding the contemplation of emptiness, falseness, and the middle, you then gain the Samadhi of Understanding the Speech of All Living Beings. 

The Samadhi of the Accumulation of All Merit and Virtue. While dwelling in one samadhi, one perfects the merit and virtue of all samadhis. One samadhi penetrates all samadhis. The merit and virtue of all samadhis return to the one samadhi. 

The Samadhi of Purity. Purity refers to the purification of the six sense faculties: eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind. When the six sense faculties are purified, one attains to the comfort of mutual interpenetration of the six faculties. 

The Samadhi of Playful Roaming of Spiritual Penetrations. Spiritual penetrations are the wonderful function of comfort. One uses comfortable spiritual penetrations to teach and transform living beings as one roams and plays throughout the three thousand great thousand world system. It is like an illusion, like putting on a play. Yesterday I brought up the analogy of the world being like a play, and all of you understood it right away. Actually, the play I was talking about was not like the one you understood it to be. I am talking about the play of the playful roaming samadhi, a kind of spiritual penetration. To act in this play, you must have spiritual powers. This is the samadhi of illusion. One takes an illusory journey among people, gathering in and saving all living beings. You employ the spiritual powers of all things being like an illusion. 

The Samadhi of the Wisdom Torch. Wisdom is like a torch, a kind of light. Using the wisdom of great equality, one universally illumines all darkness, dispersing it entirely. 

The Samadhi of Royal Splendor. This means to adorn the royal nature. The self-nature is like a king. To adorn it, you must cultivate. Basically, the self-nature is complete with the myriad virtues, and it is entirely unobstructed and interpenetrating. You very casually take up one dharma with which you can connect with all dharmas. Whichever dharma you select has the Dharma nature. 

The Samadhi of Pure Light. This refers to the three types of wisdom: All Wisdom, Wisdom of Modes of the Way, and the Wisdom of All Modes. These three types of wisdom are perfect and pure, illumining all dharmas without exception. 

The Samadhi of the Pure Treasury. In a single thought, the mind obtains purity and can universally gather in the myriad virtues. 

The Samadhi of Difference. "Different" means different from the Three Vehicles: the Hearers, Those Enlightened to Conditions, and Bodhisattvas. The Samadhi of Difference is the Buddha's samadhi. 

And the Samadhi of Sun-Revolution. One uses real wisdom to illumine the principle, shining on the universe. Like the sun moving through the sky, one does not dwell anywhere. 

He obtained such great samadhis as these, equal in number to the grains of sand in a hundred thousand myriad kotis of Ganges Rivers. The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, in the past, made offerings of music to all the Buddhas, and so he obtained the aforementioned sixteen great samadhis. Actually, he did not obtain just sixteen samadhis, but as many samadhis as there are grains of sand in a hundred thousand myriad kotis of Ganges Rivers. 

Sutra:

When Shakyamuni Buddha’s light illumined his body, he immediately spoke to the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King, saying, “World Honored One, I should go to the Saha world to bow to, draw near to, and make offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha, and to see the Dharma Prince Bodhisattva Manjushri, the Bodhisattva Medicine King, the Bodhisattva Courageous Giving, the Bodhisattva Constellation King Flower, the Bodhisattva Mind of Superior Practice, the Bodhisattva King of Adornment, and the Bodhisattva Medicine Superior.” 

Outline:

G2. Having been illumined, he takes leave of the Buddha. 

Commentary: 

From the white hair-mark between his eyebrows, Shakyamuni Buddha had emitted light that illuminated the eastern direction, shining into lands as many as the grains of sand in one hundred and eight myriad kotis of nayutas of Ganges Rivers. It shone on the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound in the world Pure Adornment. 

When Shakyamuni Buddha's light illumined his body, he immediately spoke to the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King, saying, "World Honored One, having received the light of Shakyamuni Buddha, I feel I should go to the Saha world to bow to, draw near to, and make offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha, and to see the Dharma Prince Bodhisattva Manjushri, the Bodhisattva Medicine King, the Bodhisattva Courageous Giving, the Bodhisattva Constellation King Flower, the Bodhisattva Mind of Superior Practice, the Bodhisattva King of Adornment, and the Bodhisattva Medicine Superior." 

Sutra:

At that time the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King told the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, “You should not look lightly upon that country or think of it as inferior. Good man, the Saha world is uneven, its earth, stones, and mountains are filled with filth and evil. The Buddha’s body is lowly and small. The Bodhisattvas are also small in shape. Your body is forty-two thousand yojanas in height. My body is six hundred and eighty myriad yojanas in height. Your body is superb and upright, with a hundred thousand myriad blessings and fine and subtle light. Therefore if you go, do not look lightly upon that country, its Buddha, Bodhisattvas, or lands.”

Outline:

G3. Instructions from that Buddha. 

Commentary: 

At that time the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King told the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, "You should not look lightly upon that country or think of it as inferior. You should not do a lot of negative thinking about its bad qualities. Good man, the Saha world is uneven. Its earth, stones, and mountains are filled with filth and evil. That Buddha's body is lowly and small, about six feet tall, quite short and tiny. The Bodhisattvas are also small in shape—there are many mini-Bodhisattvas. 

“Your body is forty-two thousand yojanas in height. The living beings there will stand at your feet, look up at you, and would not even be able to see your head! My body is six hundred and eighty myriad yojanas in height. Your body is superb and upright, with a hundred thousand myriad blessings and fine and subtle light. When you get to the Saha world you will tower over Shakyamuni Buddha with all your glorious appearance. Therefore, if you go, do not look lightly upon that country, its Buddha, Bodhisattvas, or lands.” This was the advice that the Buddha gave the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound. 

Actually, Wondrous Sound Bodhisattva would not look down on the beings of the Saha world, so why did the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King give him this advice? Some of the Bodhisattvas who went along with him belonged to the provisional vehicle and lacked a certain amount of wisdom. Since their wisdom was not as profound, he was afraid they might look down on the Saha world, and having done so, fall. 

Sutra:

The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, I shall now go to the Saha world, and this is all through the power of the Thus Come One; the playful roaming spiritual penetrations of the Thus Come One; and the adornments of merit, virtue, and wisdom of the Thus Come One.”

Outline:

G4. The Bodhisattva takes advice. 

Commentary: 

The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound said to the Buddha, "World Honored One, I shall now go to the Saha world, and this is all through the power of the Thus Come One. It is not on my own power, but rather by means of the playful roaming spiritual penetrations of the Thus Come One and the adornments of merit, virtue, and wisdom of the Thus Come One."

The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound could have gone on his own. Why did he give credit to the Buddha? It was because he yielded all merits to the Buddha. He would not say, "See how talented I am? I can go to the Saha world. My spiritual powers and miraculous functions are inconceivable." Instead, he said, "The Buddha is helping me. That is how I can do it." Western people would say he was being too polite, or that perhaps he really did not have such spiritual powers, but that is not the case. He did have the powers, but he wished to show his respect for the Buddha in this way, and so he credited everything to the Buddha's compassionate assistance. It was through the Buddha's compassion and patience, and the merit of the emptiness of Dharmas. 

Sutra:

Then the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, without rising from his seat, his body motionless, entered samadhi. With the power of samadhi he went to Mount Gridhrakuta, not far from the Dharma seat. He then created by transformation eighty-four thousand jeweled lotuses, their stems of Jambunada gold, their leaves of silver, their pistils of vajra, and their sepals of kumshuka jewels. 

Outline:

G5. Manifesting signs in advance of his arrival. 
H1. Sending the lotuses on ahead. 

Commentary: 

Then the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, without rising from his seat, his body motionless in full lotus posture, his mind without false thinking, entered samadhi. With the power of samadhi he went to Mount Gridhrakuta, to the Dharma assembly at Vulture Peak, not far from the Dharma seat of Shakyamuni Buddha. He then created by transformation eighty-four thousand jeweled lotuses, their stems of Jambunada gold, their leaves of silver, their pistils of vajra, and their sepals of kumshuka jewels.Kumshuka is a Sanskrit word that means "red jeweled flower." 

Sutra:

The Dharma Prince Manjushri, seeing the lotuses, asked the Buddha, “World Honored One, what is the reason for this portent, these several thousands of myriads of lotuses, their stems of Jambunada gold, their leaves of silver, their pistils of vajra and their sepals of kumshuka?”

Outline:

H2. Manjushri's question. 

Commentary: 

The Dharma Prince Manjushri, seeing the lotuses, asked the Buddha, “World Honored One, what is the reason for this portent, these several thousands of myriads of lotuses, their stems of Jambunada gold, their leaves of silver, their pistils of vajra and their sepals of kumshuka?” Although he had such great spiritual powers, Manjushri still did not understand this state. Even though the Bodhisattvas were all Equal Enlightenment Bodhisattvas and had been certified to the same fruition, still each one had his special abilities. If one manifested some spiritual powers, the other might not understand them, and vice-versa. Wondrous Sound Bodhisattva manifested this portent. Manjushri, even though he really did understand, asked the question on behalf of the others who did not. 

Sutra:

At that time Shakyamuni Buddha told Manjushri, “The Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound, surrounded by eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas, wishes to come from the country of the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Light Constellation King to this Saha world to make offerings, draw near to, and bow to me. He also wishes to make offerings and listen to the Dharma Flower Sutra.”

Outline:

H3. Shakyamuni Buddha's answer. 

Commentary: 

At that time Shakyamuni Buddha told Manjushri, “The Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound, surrounded by eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas, wishes to come from the country of the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Light Constellation King to this Saha world to make offerings, draw near to, and bow to me. He also wishes to make offerings and listen to the Dharma Flower Sutra.” Those are the reasons for his coming to this world. 

Sutra:

Manjushri said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, what good roots has this Bodhisattva planted, what merit and virtue has he cultivated that he can have this great power of spiritual penetrations? What samadhi has he practiced? I pray that you will tell us the name of this samadhi. We, too wish to cultivate it diligently, for by practicing this samadhi we will be able to see this Bodhisattva, his appearance, size, and awesome manner, and his comings and goings. We only pray that the World Honored One will, by means of the power of spiritual penetrations, let us see that Bodhisattva when he comes.”

Outline:

H4. Manjushri asks to see him. 

Commentary: 

Manjushri said to the Buddha, "World Honored One, what good roots has this Bodhisattva planted? What good roots did he plant in the past? What merit and virtue has he cultivated that he can have this great power of spiritual penetrations? And what samadhi has he practiced to gain such fine spiritual powers? I pray that you will tell us the name of this samadhi. We, too, wish to cultivate it diligently. All of us here in the Dharma assembly, the Hearers and the Bodhisattvas, also want to cultivate this samadhi and to obtain such inconceivably great spiritual penetrations. 
For by practicing this samadhi, we will be able to see this Bodhisattva. Once we accomplish this samadhi, we will become this Bodhisattva's fellow cultivators; we will have cultivated the same Dharma-door. And then we will be able to see this Bodhisattva, his appearance, size, and awesome manner, and his comings and goings, in the four comportments of walking, standing, sitting, and lying down. We only pray that the World Honored One will, by means of the power of spiritual penetrations, let us see that Bodhisattva when he comes. I, Manjushri, and all the other Bodhisattvas, Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas, Upasikas, and so forth all want to see him." 

Sutra:

At that time Shakyamuni Buddha told Manjushri, “The Thus Come One Many Jewels who passed into stillness long ago shall, for your sakes, manifest these signs.” 

Outline:

H5. Shakyamuni Buddha gives the job to Many Jewels. 

Commentary: 

Manjushri Bodhisattva wanted to see the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound and asked the Buddha to invite him to the assembly. At that time Shakyamuni Buddha told Manjushri, "The long extinct Thus Come One Many Jewels, who passed into stillness long ago, who went to Nirvana long ago, shall, for your sakes, manifest these signs." 

Sutra:

The Buddha Many Jewels then said to the Bodhisattva, “Good man, come here! The Dharma Prince Manjushri wishes to see you in person.”

Outline:

H6. Many Jewels orders him to the assembly. 

Commentary: 

The Buddha Many Jewels then spoke up and said to the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, "Good man, come here! The Dharma Prince Manjushri wishes to see you in person. He wants to make friends with you." 

Sutra:

The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound then disappeared from his own country, and together with eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas, set out on his way. The countries they passed through quaked in six ways, and all rained down lotuses made of the seven treasures, while a hundred thousand kinds of heavenly music played spontaneously.

Outline:

F2. Their trip. 
G1. On the road with his retinue. 

Commentary: 

The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound then disappeared from his own country. Right after the Buddha Many Jewels gave his order, the Bodhisattva suddenly disappeared from his own country, Adorned with Pure Light, and together with eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas, set out on his way. They all took off for the Saha world for a vacation. They were a rather large group. They did not charter a plane, however, they came via spiritual powers. The countries they passed through quaked in six ways, and all rained down lotuses made of the seven treasures. Wherever they went, flowers rained down out of the sky, while a hundred thousand kinds of heavenly music played spontaneously. As they flew through space, they were accompanied by heavenly music. Nobody had to play it, either; it played all by itself. 

Sutra:

The Bodhisattva’s eyes were like the broad, large petals of a blue lotus. A hundred thousand myriad moons combines would not surpass the awesome beauty of his facial features. His body was the color of gold, adorned with limitless hundreds of thousands of meritorious virtues. The light of his awesome virtue blazed with brilliant splendor, and his marks were all perfect. His body was as solid as that of Narayana. He entered a terrace made of the seven treasures and rose up into space to the height of seven tala trees. With Bodhisattvas reverently circumambulating him, he came to Mount Gridhrakuta in the Saha world. 

Outline:

G2. His appearance as he ascended the terrace. 

Commentary: 

The Bodhisattva's eyes were like the broad, large petals of a blue lotus. A hundred thousand myriad moons combined would not surpass the awesome beauty of his facial features. His body was the color of gold, adorned with limitless hundreds of thousands of meritorious virtues. The light of his awesome virtue blazed with brilliant splendor. Anyone who saw him automatically became very reverent. They were afraid, and yet they wanted to draw near him, because he had awesome virtue and he was also good and compassionate. And his marks were all perfect. His body was as solid as that of Narayana—perfect and indestructible in all respects. The Buddha has eighty subsidiary characteristics. Well, the Bodhisattva had at least seventy-nine. 

Narayana refers to the Vajra Power Knight whose body is as solid as vajra. He is not afraid of anything—atom bombs, hydrogen bombs, nothing. There is no way to harm him. 

He entered a terrace made of the seven treasures and rose up into space to the height of seven tala trees, about fifty feet. With Bodhisattvas reverently circumambulating him, he came to Mount Gridhrakuta in this Saha world, to Magic Vulture Mountain in the Saha world.
Sutra:

Having arrived, he stepped down from the terrace of seven treasures. Taking a necklace of beads, its value in the hundreds of thousands, he went before Shakyamuni Buddha, bowed with his head at the Buddha’s feet, offered up the necklace and said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King inquires after the World Honored One. Are you free from sickness and worry? Are you energetic in your comings and goings? Is your practice peaceful and happy? Are the four elements in harmony? Are you enduring the affairs of the world? Are living beings easy to save, without much greed, hatred, stupidity, jealousy, stinginess, or arrogance? 
None are not filial in their behavior toward their parents, are they, or disrespectful toward Shramanas, deviant in their views, unwholesome in their thoughts, or not in control of the five emotions? World Honored One, have living beings been able to conquer the hateful demons? Has the long since passsed Thus Come One Many Jewels, within the jeweled stupa, come to hear the Dharma?”

“He also wishes to inquire as to whether the Thus Come One Many Jewels is peaceful and secure, free from worry, and long abiding in the world ‘Worthy of Being Endured.’” 

Outline:

G3. Making inquiries. 

Commentary: 

Having arrived, he stepped down from the terrace of seven treasures. Taking a necklace of beads, its value in the hundreds of thousands of pieces of gold, he went before Shakyamuni Buddha, bowed with his head at the Buddha's feet, and offered up the necklace as an offering to Shakyamuni Buddha, and said to the Buddha, "World Honored One, the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King inquires after the World Honored One. 
My teacher asked me to inquire after Shakyamuni Buddha. He wants to know, are you free from sickness and worry? You are not sick, are you? Are you energetic in your comings and goings? When you rise and when you rest, are you sprightly? Is your practice peaceful and happy? Are the four elements in harmony? Earth, air, fire, and water—are they regulated properly?” When people are sick we say that their four elements are out of harmony. One may get too much fire, and the fire overcomes the water. Or one may get too much air, which overcomes the earth; or too much earth, which stops up the water. If, within one's body, the four elements are regulated, then one will not be sick. 

“Are you enduring the affairs of the world? Is it bearable? Are living beings easy to save, without much greed, hatred, stupidity, jealousy, stinginess, or arrogance? None are not filial in their behavior toward their parents, are they? Or disrespectful toward Shramanas—left-home people? They are not deviant in their views, or unwholesome in their thoughts, are they? They are not stupid, are they? They have given rise to wisdom, right? Aren't living beings very clear now? Haven't they turned their backs on the dust to unite with enlightenment? They will wake up real soon, won't they?”

If you are not filial to your parents, you would not be able to cultivate. If you cannot cultivate, you cannot become a Buddha. If you are not filial to your parents, why would you listen to the Buddhadharma? Filiality is the most basic of doctrines. It is important not to be at odds with your parents or to treat them badly. 
Shramanas are left-home people. They diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi, and wisdom and put to rest greed, hatred, and stupidity. Shramanas are worthy of respect. To look upon them as ordinary people is a mistake. Shramanas are the Sangha jewel. No matter whether they cultivate or not, you should be respectful toward them. You cannot think, "Oh, he has left-home, but he is just like me. Look how greedy he is, how hateful and stupid! He cannot even talk, let alone do anything! Why should I respect him? He is not even as good as me! In fact, it seems right that he should bow to me!" If you are not respectful toward Shramanas, you would not be able to enter the Way and cultivate. If you do not even respect the Triple Jewel, how can you cultivate? If you get mad at left-home people thinking, "Bald-headed freaks! They just eat, sleep, and wear clothes, and do nothing else!" You are having "deviant views" and "unwholesome thoughts." To think that left-home people are not different from laypeople is a deviant view; it is unwholesome. 

“Or they are not in control of the five emotions, are they?” Basically, people have seven emotions: happiness, anger, grief, fear, love, hatred, and desire. "The five emotions" refers to happiness, anger, love, hatred, and desire. It is not easy to control these five emotions. Living beings are basically controlled by their emotions and follow their desires, thinking they are free. That is a mistake. 

“World Honored One, have living beings been able to conquer the hateful demons—the demons of death, the demons of sickness, the demons of afflictions, the demons of one's own mind, and heavenly demons? Has the long since passed Thus Come One Many Jewels, within the jeweled stupa, come to hear the Dharma?” Why did the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound ask this question? He already saw that the Thus Come One Many Jewels was there. However, he was not asking on his own behalf. He was representing the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King in making these courteous inquiries. 

"He, the Buddha odhisatt va Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King, also wishes to inquire as to whether the Thus Come One Many Jewels is peaceful and secure, free from worry, and long abiding in the world 'Worthy of Being Endured'." The Buddha Many Jewels vowed that wherever the Dharma Flower Sutra was being lectured, he would manifest his jeweled stupa in space to certify the speaking of the Sutra.

Sutra:

“World Honored One, we now wish to see the Buddha Many Jewels. We only pray that the World Honored One will allow us to see him.”

Outline:

G4. Asking to see Many Jewels. 

Commentary: 

"World Honored One, we now wish to see the Buddha Many Jewels." The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound asked Shakyamuni Buddha, "We only pray that the World Honored One will allow us to see him. Please be compassionate and let us see him." 

Sutra:

Shakyamuni Buddha told the Buddha Many Jewels, “The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound wishes to see you.”

The Buddha Many Jewels spoke to Wondrous Sound, saying, “Good indeed! Good indeed, that in order to make offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha and to hear the Dharma Flower Sutra, as well as to see Manjushri and the others, you have come here.”

The Bodhisattva Flower Virtue then spoke to the Buddha, saying, “World Honored One, what good roots has the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound planted, and what meritorious virtues has he cultivated that he has these spiritual powers?”

Outline:

G5. Shakyamuni passes the message.
G6. Praise from within the stupa.
G7. Questions and answers about past causes. 
H1. The question. 

Commentary: 

Shakyamuni Buddha told the Buddha Many Jewels, "The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound wishes to see you."

The Buddha Many Jewels spoke to Wondrous Sound, saying, "Good indeed! Good indeed, that in order to make offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha and to hear the Dharma Flower Sutra, as well as to see Manjushri Bodhisattva, Medicine King Bodhisattva, and the others, you have come here."

The Bodhisattva named Flower Virtue then spoke to the Buddha, saying, "World Honored One, what good roots has the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound planted in the distant past, and what meritorious virtues has he cultivated that he has these spiritual powers?"

Sutra:

The Buddha told the Bodhisattva Flower Virtue, “In the past there was a Buddha by the name of Clouds and Thunder Sound King, Thus Come One, Arhat, Samyaksambuddha. His country was called Manifesting All Worlds. His eon was named Delightful to See. For twelve thousand years, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound made offerings to the Buddha Clouds and Thunder Sound King of a hundred thousand kinds of music. He also offered up eighty-four thousand bowls made of the seven treasures. As a result of these deeds, he has been born in the country of the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King and now possesses these spiritual powers.” 

“Flower Virtue, what do you think? Could the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound who made offerings of music and jeweled vessels to the Buddha Clouds and Thunder Sound King have been anyone else? He was just this Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound.” 

“Flower Virtue! The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound has in the past made offerings and drawn near to limitless Buddhas, for a long time planting the roots of virtue and encountering hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of nayutas of Buddhas equal in number to the sands of the Ganges.” 

Outline:

H2. The answer. 

Commentary: 

The Buddha told the Bodhisattva Flower Virtue, "In the past there was a Buddha by the name of Clouds and Thunder Sound King Thus Come One, Arhat, One Worthy of Offerings, Samyaksambuddha, One of Right and Universal Knowledge. His country was called Manifesting All Worlds. His eon was named Delightful to See. For twelve thousands years, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound made offerings to the Buddha Clouds and Thunder Sound King of a hundred thousand kinds of music, and so he obtained a wondrous sound. This is like when we sing praises and chants in front of the Buddha. In the future, we, too, can obtain a wondrous sound. 

He also offered up eighty-four thousand bowls made of the seven treasures. As a result of these deeds, he has been born in the country of the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King and now possesses these great spiritual powers.

Flower Virtue, what do you think? Could the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound who made offerings of music and jeweled vessels to the Buddha Clouds and Thunder Sound King have been anyone else? He was just this Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound present right here in the Dharma assembly. 

Flower Virtue, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound has in the past made offerings and drawn near to limitless Buddhas, for a long time planting the roots of virtue and encountering hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of nayutas of Buddhas equal in number to the sands of the Ganges, and so now he has such great spiritual powers.

Sutra:

“Flower Virtue, you see merely the body of the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound as it appears here. However, this Bodhisattva manifests all kinds of bodies and speaks this Sutra in many places for living beings.” 

“He may manifest in the body of a Brahma King; he may manifest in the body of Shakra; he may manifest in the body of the God of Sovereignty; he may manifest in the body of the God of Great Sovereignty; he may manifest in the body of a great heavenly general; he may manifest in the body of the heavenly king Vaishravana; he may manifest in the body of a wheel-turning sage king; he may manifest in the body of a minor king; he may manifest in the body of an elder; he may manifest in the body of a layperson; he may manifest in the body of a minister of state; he may manifest in the body of a Brahman; he may manifest in the body of a Bhikshu, Bhikshuni, Upasaka, or Upasika; he may manifest in the body of an elder’s wife or a layperson’s wife; he may manifest in the body of a minister’s wife; he may manifest in the body of a Brahman’s wife; he may manifest in the body of a young boy or a young girl. He may manifest in the body of a god, dragon, yaksha, gandharva, asura, garuda, kinnara, mahoraga, a human, or a non-human and speak this Sutra.” 

“He can rescue all in the hells, the hungry ghosts, and the animals, as well as those in difficulty. He can even transform himself into a woman of the king’s inner court and speak this Sutra.” 

“Flower Virtue, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound can rescue all living beings in the Saha world. The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound can, in this way, transform into all these different kinds of bodies and speak this Sutra for living beings in the Saha world and still lose nothing of his spiritual penetrations, transformations, and wisdom.” 

“This Bodhisattva’s wisdom shines brightly upon the Saha world, causing living beings to each gain understanding. In worlds like Ganges’ sands throughout the ten directions, he does the same.” 

“To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Hearer, he manifests in the form of a Hearer and speaks the Dharma for them.” 

“To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Pratyekabuddha, he manifests in the form of a Pratyekabuddha and speaks the Dharma for them.” 

“To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Bodhisattva, he manifests in the form of a Bodhisattva and speaks the Dharma for them.” 

“To those who must be crossed over by the form of Buddha, he manifests in the form of a Buddha and speaks the Dharma for them. In this way he manifests in all manner of forms to cross them over in the appropriate manner, even to the point of manifesting entering stillness to those who must be crossed over by manifesting entering stillness.” 

“Flower Virtue, such is the great power of the spiritual penetrations and wisdom of the Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound.”

Outline:

E3. Propagating the Sutra in the ten directions. 
F1. The manifestation in different forms to speak the Dharma. 

Commentary: 

“Flower Virtue, you see merely the body of the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound as it appears here. However, this Bodhisattva manifests in all kinds of bodies and speaks this Sutra in many places for living beings. He is not just here in our Dharma assembly. He speaks the Dharma Flower Sutra in many, many places for living beings. 

He may manifest in the body of a Brahma King and speak the Dharma. He may manifest in the body of Shakra, otherwise known as God of Christianity, also called Lord God. He is the lord of the Heaven of the Thirty-three. 

He may manifest in the body of the God of Sovereignty; he may manifest in the body of the God of Great Sovereignty; he may manifest in the body of a great heavenly general; he may manifest in the body of the heavenly king Vaishravana. Vaishravana is one of the four heavenly kings. He governs the heaven in the north; his name means "much learning." He may manifest in the body of a wheel-turning sage king. He may manifest in the body of a minor king, one of the many kings "scattered like grain," to teach living beings. He may manifest in the body of a noble and wealthy elder, someone with great blessings and virtue. He may manifest in the body of a layperson. He may manifest in the body of a minister of state; he may manifest in the body of a Brahman, one who cultivates pure conduct. He may manifest in the body of a great Bhikshu, a great Bhikshuni, a great Upasaka, or a great Upasika to teach and transform living beings. 

He may manifest in the body of an elder's wife or a layperson's wife; he may manifest in the body of a minister's wife; he may manifest in the body of a Brahman's wife; he may manifest in the body of a young boy or a young girl, to teach and transform living beings. 

He may manifest in the body of a god, dragon, yaksha, gandharva, asura, garuda, kinnara, mahoraga—members of the eightfold division—or a human or a nonhuman, and speak this Sutra, the Dharma Flower Sutra. 

He can rescue all in the hells, the hungry ghosts, and the animals—those in the three evil paths—as well as those in difficulty, that is, those experiencing the eight difficulties. He can even transform himself into a woman of the king's inner court and speak this Sutra.

Flower Virtue, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound can rescue all living beings in the Saha world. The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound can, in this way, transform into all these different kinds of bodies and speak this Sutra for living beings in the Saha world and still lose nothing of his spiritual penetrations, transformations, and wisdom. As he manifests a body, his spiritual penetrations and wisdom do not decrease. They remain exactly the same. 

This Bodhisattva's wisdom shines brightly upon the Saha world with various wisdom lights causing living beings each to gain understanding of the Buddhadharma according to his abilities. In worlds like Ganges’ sands throughout the ten directions, he does the same. Not only in the Saha world, but in all worlds, he appears in all their different bodies. 

To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Hearer, he manifests in the form of a Hearer and speaks the Dharma of the Four Truths for them. He appears as one of the Small Vehicle. 

To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Pratyekabuddha, he manifests in the form of a Pratyekabuddha and speaks the Dharma of the Twelve Causes and Conditions for them.

To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Bodhisattva, he manifests in the form of a Bodhisattva and speaks the Dharma of the Six Perfections and the myriad conducts for them.

To those who must be crossed over by the form of a Buddha, he manifests in the form of a Buddha and speaks the Dharma for them. In this way he manifests in all manner of forms to cross them over in the appropriate manner, even to the point of manifesting entering stillness, the mark of Nirvana, to those who must be crossed over by manifesting entering stillness.

Flower Virtue, such is the great power of the spiritual penetrations and wisdom of the Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound.
* * * * * * * * * * 
The Winter Chan Session begins on November 15th and will last for fourteen weeks. The best thing would be if no one spoke, but instead just applied effort single-mindedly. When you are sitting, do not make any noise. Keep quiet and peaceful. Do not use beads to recite the Buddha’s name, or make any other kind of sounds. Let us hope that during the session everyone can become enlightened. If you make noise, it disturbs other people and prevents them from entering Samadhi. If you cannot enter Samadhi, you would not be able to open up your wisdom. If you cannot open up your wisdom, you would not gain a genuine awakening. So you should all help each other out on the way to enlightenment. It is important, then, that once the session starts, the talking ends.

Sutra:

At that time the Bodhisattva Flower Virtue said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound has deeply planted the roots of goodness. World Honored One, in what samadhi does this Bodhisattva dwell that he is able in this way to transform himself and save living beings?”

Outline:

F2. Questions and answers about the samadhi he dwells in. 
G1. The question. 

Commentary: 

The Bodhisattva Flower Virtue wanted to know what merit and virtue Wondrous Sound Bodhisattva had cultivated to gain such great spiritual powers. Shakyamuni Buddha told him that the Bodhisattva had made offerings of a hundred thousand kinds of music to the Buddha Cloud and Thunder Sound King. 

At that time the Bodhisattva Flower Virtue said to the Buddha, "World Honored One, the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound has deeply planted the roots of goodness. Although I know that is the case, still, World Honored One, in what samadhi does this Bodhisattva dwell that he is able in this way to transform himself, everywhere in all kinds of forms with as-you-will spiritual powers, and save living beings on such a vast scale?" 

Sutra:

The Buddha told the Bodhisattva Flower Virtue, “Good man, this samadhi is called the Manifestation of All Physical Forms. The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, dwelling in this samadhi, can in this way benefit limitless living beings.”

Outline:

G2. The answer. 

Commentary: 

The Buddha told the Bodhisattva Flower Virtue, "Good man, this samadhi is called the Manifestation of All Physical Forms. Remaining unmoving in the Way-place, he can yet manifest everywhere in the various forms of all living beings. The Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, dwelling in this samadhi, can in this way benefit limitless living beings." 

Sutra:

When this chapter on the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound had been spoken, those who had accompanied the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound, eighty-four thousand in all, all obtained the samadhi of the Manifestation of All Physical Forms. Limitless Bodhisattvas in the Saha world also gained this samadhi, as well as the dharani. 

Outline:

E4. Benefits gained in two lands. 

Commentary: 

When this chapter on the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound had been spoken, those who had accompanied the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound from the country Adorned with Pure Light to the Saha world, eighty-four thousand in all, all obtained the samadhi of the Manifestation of All Physical Forms. Limitless Bodhisattvas in the Saha world also gained this samadhi as well as the dharani, the Dharma-door of uniting and upholding. So Bodhisattvas from both lands gained many benefits. 

Sutra:

At that time the Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound, having made offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha and to the stupa of the Buddha Many Jewels, returned to his own country. The countries he passed through quaked in six ways, precious lotus flowers rained down, and hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of kinds of music played. When he arrived at his own country, surrounded by the eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas, he went before the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King and said, “World Honored One, I have been to the Saha world where I benefited living beings. I saw Shakyamuni Buddha and the stupa of Many Jewels Buddha, bowed, and made offerings to them. I also saw the Bodhisattva Manjushri, the Dharma Prince, as well as the Bodhisattva Medicine King, the Bodhisattva Who Has Gained the Power of Diligent Vigor, the Bodhisattva Courageous Giving, and others, and enabled eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas to obtain the samadhi of the Manifestation of All Physical Forms.”

Outline:

E5. Going back to his own country. 

Commentary: 

At that time the Bodhisattva Mahasattva Wondrous Sound, having made offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha and to the stupa of the Buddha Many Jewels of all kinds of jewels and beads, returned to his own country, Adorned with Pure Light. The countries he passed through on the way back quaked in six ways, precious lotus flowers rained down, and hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of kinds of music played. When he arrived at his own country, surrounded by the eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas, he went before the Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King and said, "World Honored One, I have been to the Saha world where I benefited living beings extensively. I saw Shakyamuni Buddha and the stupa of Many Jewels Buddha, bowed, and made offerings to them. I also saw the Bodhisattva Manjushri, the Dharma Prince, the greatly wise Bodhisattva whose name means 'Wonderfully Auspicious', as well as the Bodhisattva Medicine King. 
This Bodhisattva's ascetic practices are inconceivable. In past lives he burned his body and burned off his arms as an offering to the Buddha. Now, he is able to cure the sicknesses of living beings. I also saw the Bodhisattva Who Has Gained the Power of Diligent Vigor. He is vigorous in body and mind, and vigorous in the six periods of the day and night. He is never lazy for a second. I also encountered the Bodhisattva Courageous Giving and others. This Bodhisattva is even more inconceivable. No matter what living beings seek from him, he gives it to them. He even gives away his very life, head, eyes, brain, and marrow; his countries, cities, wives, and children. He gives it all away. 

“And I enabled eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas to obtain the samadhi of the Manifestation of All Physical Forms. My trip to the Saha world really paid off for living beings. It was great.” 

Sutra:

When this chapter on the comings and goings of the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound had been spoken, forty-two thousand gods obtained the patience with the Non-production of Dharmas. The Bodhisattva Flower Virtue obtained the Dharma Flower Samadhi.

Outline:

E6. Hearing the chapter and entering the Way. 

Commentary: 

When this chapter on the comings and goings of the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound had been spoken, forty-two thousand gods obtained the patience with the Nonproduction of Dharmas. The Bodhisattva Flower Virtue, who asked about the Bodhisattva Wondrous Sound's samadhi, obtained the Dharma Flower Samadhi.

